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Tips for Using the NCSC Wiki to Support 
Your Child’s Education:  

Mathematics Activities with Scripted 
Systematic Instruction and Language 

Arts Activities with Scripted Systematic 
Instruction 

The NCSC Curriculum and Instructional Resources are publicly available for free on the 
NCSC wiki at https://wiki.ncscpartners.org. They were designed to be used together to 
help educators teach grade-level aligned mathematics and English Language Arts 
(ELA) content to students with significant cognitive disabilities. The resources are based 
on the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). However, they can also be used in 
states that are not using the CCSS. Much of the content that is covered on the wiki will 
also appear in other mathematics and English Language Arts (ELA) state standards. 
If you need help navigating the NCSC wiki, you can access a one page navigation tool 
and a more detailed navigation guide, designed for parents, from the main page of the 
wiki. 
 
This document is about the NCSC Mathematics Activities with Scripted Systematic 
Instruction (MASSIs) and Language Arts Activities with Scripted Systematic Instruction 
(LASSIs) and how they can be used by parents to support your child’s education. They 
are part of a series of documents based on seven of the NCSC curriculum and 
instructional resources. Using the NCSC curriculum and instructional resources at home 
and talking about the wiki with your child’s teacher(s) are great starting points for 
increased parent-teacher collaboration. 
 

MASSIs and LASSIs provide teachers with scripts that use carefully planned steps for 
targeting specific skills. Systematic instruction has been proven effective for students 
with significant cognitive disabilities, although it may not be needed for every skill or 
every student. There are MASSIs and LASSIs for certain topics across elementary, 
middle, and high school. The MASSIs/LASSIs provide a script, which may be useful for 
some teachers. However, the lessons can be individualized as long as the systematic 
instruction is delivered consistently. These activities can be used in any educational 
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setting, including general education classes. Receiving systematic instruction on key 
skills can support a student in working on a wider range of grade-level aligned content 
(e.g. the content in the UDL instructional units discussed in another paper in this series). 
If your child is receiving after school or weekend education services or tutoring, the 
LASSIs and MASSIs can be a potential resource in those settings. 

 
MASSIs 
MASSIs include resources that may be useful at home. Towards the end of each 
MASSI there is a chart with activities for building toward full grade-level competence. At 
the end of each MASSI, there is a section called Printable Material. In those sections 
you find resources, such as teaching materials, worksheets, progress monitoring and 
skills tests, and/or vocabulary cards. Below are examples from a vocabulary card and a 
worksheet included in the Middle School Measurement and Geometry MASSI: 

 

 

 
 

LASSIs 
LASSIs contain links to adapted grade-level reading material. The adapted texts are not 
just valuable for teaching the LASSIs. They can support students in general education 
lessons and in instruction at home, and also serve as models for adapting additional 
grade-level texts. The adapted text for the book, Because of Winn-Dixie, from the 
Elementary Vocabulary and Acquisition LASSI is an example. Below are the first two 
chapters. Of course, adapted text can also be made with more content from the original 
text or by using picture symbols, depending on the needs of the students. 

 
Chapter 1 

My name is India Opal Buloni. My dad calls me Opal. My dad is a preacher. We 
just moved to Naomi, Florida. Last summer, the preacher sent me to Winn-Dixie grocery 
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store. I walked into the produce section and the manager was yelling “Who let a dirty 
dog in here?” The manager was going to send the dog to the pound, but I kept him. I 
named him Winn-Dixie and he smiled.  
 
Chapter 2 

I brought Winn-Dixie home to meet the preacher. The preacher was not very 
happy about the dog. He had always told to me help others. Winn-Dixie needed my 
help. The preacher said I could keep Winn-Dixie if I cleaned him up. I gave Winn-Dixie a 
bath, and he smiled. 
 
This LASSI also includes a guide for working on main ideas, theme, and context clues 
by chapters: 

 

Throughout all the LASSIs there are helpful ideas for building essential understanding 
and comprehension skills, building independent reading skills, and building toward 
grade-level competence. An example of an activity for building toward grade level 
competence is in the following chart representing a few chapters from Because of Winn-
Dixie: 

 

At or near the end of most LASSIs is a section called either Printable Material or 
Supplemental Material. In those sections you can find resources, such as teaching 
materials, worksheets, progress monitoring and skills tests, graphic organizers and/or 
vocabulary tools that can be used to support instruction at home. 


